12.  “THE PHILISTINE MENACE”
Section IV:
THE PLAN ENACTED
Biblical Basis:
I Samuel 4:1 – 12:25
Objective:
That class members be able to state the historical events that enabled Israel’s 
transition from a loose confederacy to a powerful monarchy.
INTRODUCTION

Up to this point, the promises God gave to Abraham have become a reality.  His descendants grew into a great body of people while under the protection, as well as bondage, of Egypt.  Under Moses, this nomadic people wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  There they became disciplined, organized, and strengthened in their belief, trust, and obedience to the Lord.
Under Joshua, Israel entered the Promised Land.  With faith and obedience they took their rightful possession of the land.  Although they inhabited the land, evil influences also took possession of them.  The book of Judges records the 400 years of Israel’s “Dark Ages.”

The ardent dreams of Israel’s destiny were slowly but certainly being fulfilled.  One question still remained to be answered.  Did not Jacob prophesy to Judah that the “scepter would not depart from him until he comes to whom it belongs?” (Gen 49:10)   How then does this loosely knit confederacy of tribes make the transition to a powerful United Kingdom?  The key to understanding this transition focuses on the “Philistine menace.”

I.  THE THREAT 


A.
A major power threatens Israel.


1.
Referring back to the book of Judges, how did the tribes of Israel formerly deal with 



military powers in the land?


2.
What people began to threaten the tribes of Israel?  (I Sam 4:1-2)


3.
Referring to your Bible Dictionary, who were the Philistines and where did they come 


from?

B.
A well organized military unit.
The Philistines settled in five major cities along the coastal plains:  Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Eklon, and Gath.  Each city was ruled by a lord and was united against Israel.
II.
THE CRISIS
The threat of the Philistine menace came to a crisis point at the battle of Shiloh led by Israel’s priest and judge – Eli.

A.
Philistines capture the Ark of the Covenant.


1.
What incident provoked the children of Israel to take the ark into battle? 




(I Sam 4:1-5)


2.
How did the Israelites respond to this presence in their midst?  (I Sam 4:5)


3.
How did the Philistines react?  (I Sam 4:6-8)


4.
What was the final outcome of the battle?  (I Sam 4:10-11)



5.
If the ark was the visible symbol of God’s presence, why do you think it did not 



work?



6.
In what ways do Christians make similar mistakes today?


B.
Israel’s blackest hour.


1.
What did the loss of the ark to the Philistines mean to the people of Israel?



(I Sam 4:19-22)



2.
With the sanctuary destroyed at Shiloh and the ark in the hand of the enemy, the 



primary unifying factor and symbol of identity lay in the ashes.  A deep sense of 



hopelessness and despair in the hearts of the people resulted.
III.   THE HOPE

A.
The threshold of a new day.


1.
Through Samuel, what realization was brought to the people of Israel?


 
(I Sam 7:3-4))



2.
How did the people respond to the words of Samuel?  (I Sam 7:5-6)



It often takes a crisis to awaken a person, a church, or a nation, that religious motions 



and symbols are no guarantee of God in their midst.


3.
What does II Chronicles 7:14 tell us as a nation?

B.
The dreams of the monarchy.


1.
A wisp of hope arose.  Out of this humiliating defeat changes were needed for Israel 



to survive.


2.
What was the demand of the Israelites to Samuel?   (I Sam 8:4-6)


3.
At Sinai the Israelites ratified a covenant in which God would rule directly through a 



divinely appointed leader.  This is called a theocracy.  Theoretically, a monarchy with 


an obedient King through whom God would rule would be most ideal.  But the ideal 



and the real do not always flow together.  What warning does Samuel give the people 



in I Samuel 8:11-18?



4.
While this was unquestionably within the plan of God as a step toward the Davidic 



Kingdom, what was the sin that provoked God’s anger?  (I Sam 8:7, 19-20)



5.
With Israel in this most difficult predicament, it was Samuel who bridged a transition 



to a new age.  As a spokesman for the Lord, he preached as a prophet, he judged the 



people, and he stood before the people as their priest.  Centered on him were the 



hopes of a new day of unity and identity.  What Moses had been to the Exodus; what 



Joshua had been to the conquest; Samuel was to become to the monarchy.
CONCLUSION

What crisis do you face in your life?  Are you appealing to the empty symbols of religion or are you willing to give God your heart and life in a living relationship?  Perhaps it’s the dawning of a new day for you!  What new thing or new challenge of growth is God setting before you?  

(Phil 3:12-14)
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